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LAST WEEK 
 
 
LEGISLATION OF NOTE 
The following Bills of significance to NRCS and conservation have been introduced: 
 
Bill Sponsor Purpose 
S. 17 Daschle, SD To initiate responsible Federal Actions that will reduce 

the risk from global warming and climate change to 
the economy, the environment and quality of life. 

S. 139 Lieberman, CT To provide for a program of scientific research on 
abrupt climate change, to accelerate the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States by 
establishing a market-driven system of greenhouse gas 
treadable allowances. 

S. 144 Craig, ID To require the Secretary of the Interior to establish a 
program to provide assistance through States to 
eligible weed management entities to control or 
eradicate harmful, nonnative weeds on public and 
private land. 

S. 154 Dayton, MN To provide emergency disaster assistance to 
agricultural producers, to impose tariff-rate quotas on 
certain casein and milk protein concentrates and to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide 
tax relief for farmers and producers of biodiesel. 

H. R. 92 Graves, MO To provide emergency disaster assistance to 
agricultural producers to respond to severe crop losses 
incurred in 2001 and 2002. 

H. R. 136 McHugh, NY To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide a tax credit for farmers' investments in value-
added agriculture. 

H. R. 160 Pomeroy, ND To provide emergency disaster assistance to 
agricultural producers. 

 
 
 



 
Bill Sponsor Purpose 
H. R. 257 Burns, GA To provide emergency disaster assistance to 

agricultural producers that incurred 2002 crop losses 
due to damaging weather or related condition.  

H. R. 307 Moran, KS To provide emergency disaster assistance to 
agricultural producers to respond to severe crop losses 
and livestock losses incurred in 2001 and 2002.  

H. R. 313 Rahall, WV To modify requirements relating to allocation of 
interest that accrues to the Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation Fund.  

 
 
SENATE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS – Sen. Thad Cochran (MS) was named as 
Chairman of the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee, replacing Sen. Richard 
Lugar (IN) whom has become the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Sen. 
Allard (CO) and Sen. Thomas (WY) have left the committee. Senate Democratic Committee 
Members named were; 
 
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE (Democratic Members) 
Harkin (IA) 
Leahy (VT) 
Conrad (ND) 
Daschle (SD) 
Baucus (MT) 
Lincoln (AR) 
Miller (GA) 
Stabenow (MI) 
Nelson (NE) 
Dayton (MN) 
 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE (Democratic Members) 
Byrd (WV) 
Inouye (HI) 
Hollings (SC) 
Leahy (VT) 
Harkin (IA) 
Mikulski (MD) 
Reid (NV) 
Kohl (WI) 
Murray (WA) 
Dorgan (ND) 
Feinstein (CA) 
Durbin (IL) 
Johnson (SD) 
Landrieu (LA) 
 



 
 
 
SENATE AND HOUSE PASSES CONTINUING RESOLUTION – Both House and Senate 
passed and the President signed into law, H.J. RES. 1, legislation that provide for continuing FY 
2003 appropriations until January 31.   
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THIS WEEK 
 
OMNIBUS FISCAL 2003 APPROPRIATIONS  -  The Senate Appropriations Committee 
(Chairman Stevens, AK) will continue to consider an omnibus that assembled the remaining 11 
appropriations bills into a single measure.   
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